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July 12, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“The Beast Flexes His Muscles”

Shall we pray …
Revelation 13:1 “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 
Revelation 13:2  And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.”

We know from our study last week that this amalgamated beast that arose in a populated area of Western Europe is the Papacy in Rome. We studied the leopard part of this beast and the inherited characteristics from the Grecian empire, that being the fact that the Greeks loved to philosophy and the fact that they were very superstitious. 
Many false doctrines in the Roman Catholic Church are a result, such as purgatory, limbo 
and the apparitions of Mary, which prey on the ignorance of the people. Also the fact that a characteristic of the leopard is that it observes its weaker prey and does not take its focus from the prey until it has it in his grasp.

We then discussed the fact that the Papacy has always been the largest information gathering source in the world and that now through the 
Jesuit controlled CIA and the NSA with help from such public sources as Facebook, she is getting ready to make her move.

Today I want to look at the second described feature of the beast in Revelation 13:2, “…and his feet were as [the feet] of a bear …”
The scriptures say in Psalm 119:101
 “I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.” And in
Psalm 119:59
“I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.” Now this sounds like the characteristic of one who loves and follows the Lord; but does this describe a characteristic of Rome? Has the Vatican refrained its feet from every evil way, that it might keep God’s word or turned its feet to the testimonies?
We know from historical record that the Vatican in Rome refrains its feet from every righteous way and that its feet are turned to heresies and traditions.
Notice the characteristic that Papal Rome adopted from the Medo-Persian kingdom. We read the following in Daniel about the law of the Medes and Persians:

Daniel 6:8 “Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.” The Papacy claims infallibility when the Pope speaks from the supposed chair of Peter. The law of the Medes and Persians could not be altered or changed. A characteristic of Rome is that it never changes. Listen to the following quote:  
 God’s Prophet Says, “The church that holds to the word of God is irreconcilably separated from Rome. Protestants were once thus apart from this great church of apostasy, but they have approached more nearly to her, and are still in the path of reconciliation to the Church of Rome. Rome never changes. Her principles have not altered in the least. She has not lessened the breach between herself and Protestants; they have done all the advancing. But what does this argue for the Protestantism of this day? It is the rejection of Bible truth which makes men approach to infidelity. It is a backsliding church that lessens the distance between itself and the Papacy.”  {ST, February 19, 1894 par. 4} 
I want to look at a word now that is very significant. That word is fundamentalism. It was used to describe 20th century Protestantism which emphasized the literal interpretation of the Bible as fundamental to Christian life and teaching. Those who believed in the Bible as the true word of God and lived their lives according to Christian principles are fundamentalists. With the ecumenical movement, many mainline Protestant denominations abandoned much of their unique positions and compromised beliefs in the interest of Christian unity. Even the denomination of Seventh-day Adventists got caught up in ecumenism. Embracing the same apostate spirit, many of our doctrines have been left to trail in the dust. 

That is not the case of historic Seventh-day Adventists that I can say are probably the only true fundamentalists left in the Christian world today. Why do I even bring this up? 

Just 4 days after the historic meeting where Pope Francis hosted the two Middle East leaders on the lawn of the Vatican gardens on June 9th for an evening of Jewish, Christian and Muslim prayers, 
Pope Francis said a lot in his recent interview with Spanish-language magazine La Vanguardia, June 13, 2014. He is quoted as saying,
“It's a contradiction. Violence in the name of God does not correspond with our time. It's something ancient. With historical perspective, one has to say that Christians, at times, have practiced it. When I think of the Thirty Years War, there was violence in the name of God. Today it is unimaginable, right? We arrive, sometimes, by way of religion to very serious, very grave contradictions. Fundamentalism, for example. The three religions, we have our fundamentalist groups, small in relation to all the rest.”  Now listen to what else he said:
"A fundamentalist group, although it may not kill anyone, although it may not strike anyone, is violent. The mental structure of fundamentalists is violence in the name of God."
Can you believe what he said? I want to repeat that slowly, A fundamentalist group, (which would include historic SDA’s) although it may not kill anyone, (Yet the Papacy has been responsible for killing tens of millions of those who would not give their allegiance to the Papacy) although it may not strike anyone, is violent. (We would be considered violent according to the Papacy). Then he said,The mental structure of fundamentalists is violence in the name of God.
The Pope is already planting the suggestion that if you are in disagreement with him, if you adhere to the Bible as your only rule of faith, you are violent in the name of God. 

Brothers and sisters, The Beast is flexing his muscles.
July 6, 2014 - Pope Francis says working on Sunday has negative effect on families. Pope Francis made the comments during a visit to Molise, in southern Italy, where unemployment is chronically high. The Pope says that while poor people need jobs to have dignity, he indicated that opening stores and other businesses on Sundays wasn't beneficial for society.
The world's priority should be "not economic, but human," and that people should focus on families and friendships rather than commercial relationships."Maybe it's time to ask ourselves if working on Sundays is true freedom," he said. The pope also said that spending Sundays with family and friends is an "ethical choice" for faithful and non-faithful alike.
At one point during the visits the pope encouraged parents to spend more time playing with their children. "Waste time with your children!"

The Pope applauded the idea, more common in Europe than in America, of a “work-free Sunday”–insisting that the economy does not take precedence over the human, on free and non-commercial relationships, relationships with family and friends and, for believers, the relationship with God and the community. 
Daniel 8:25 says speaking of the papacy, “And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand;”  What does this word craft mean? In the Strong's Concordance, it says it is the Hebrew word mirmah, meer-maw' in the sense of deceiving; fraud:--craft, deceit(-ful, -fully), false, feigned, guile, subtilly, treachery.

Isn’t that what he is doing? Using deception by cloaking the religious-political purposes with a concern for relationships with family and friends and for believers, the relationship with God and the community. He is becoming more bold as he realizes how the world has been so accepting of his actions.

Brothers and sisters, The Beast is flexing his muscles.
We have been warned as God’s Prophet Says this in Counsels for the Church 335.2, “God has revealed what is to take place in the last days, that His people may be prepared to stand against the tempest of opposition and wrath. Those who have been warned of the events before them are not to sit in calm expectation of the coming storm, comforting themselves that the Lord will shelter His faithful ones in the day of trouble. We are to be as men waiting for their Lord, not in idle expectancy, but in earnest work, with unwavering faith. It is no time now to allow our minds to be engrossed with things of minor importance. While men are sleeping, Satan is actively arranging matters so that the Lord's people may not have mercy or justice. The Sunday movement is now making its way in darkness. The leaders are concealing the true issue, and many who unite in the movement do not themselves see whither the undercurrent is tending. Its professions are mild and apparently Christian, but when it shall speak it will reveal the spirit of the dragon.”  {CCh 335.2}
We have been warned as God’s Prophet Says this in GC 571.2 “The papacy is just what prophecy declared that she would be, the apostasy of the latter times. 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4. “Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 
It is a part of her policy to assume the character which will best accomplish her purpose; but beneath the variable appearance of the chameleon she conceals the invariable venom of the serpent. "Faith ought not to be kept with heretics, nor persons suspected of heresy" (Lenfant, volume 1, page 516), she declares. Shall this power, whose record for a thousand years is written in the blood of the saints, be now acknowledged as a part of the church of Christ?”  {GC 571.2}  
We have been warned as God’s Prophet Says this in GC88 581.1 “God's Word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be unheeded, and the Protestant world will learn what the purposes of Rome really are, only when it is too late to escape the snare. She is silently growing into power. Her doctrines are exerting their influence in legislative halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her lofty and massive structures, in the secret recesses of which her former persecutions will be repeated. Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is strengthening her forces to further her own ends when the time shall come for her to strike. All that she desires is vantage-ground, and this is already being given her. We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the Roman element is. Whoever shall believe and obey the Word of God will thereby incur reproach and persecution.”  {GC88 581.1}
Revelation 13:4 asks a pertinent question, “And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?”


Under the charismatic Pope John Paul II, and now under the humble Pope Francis, the wound healing period is almost complete. 
Soon the Vatican will have control over church and state as her purpose is to be the supreme ruler of the “New World Order.” 
There has been an ongoing effort to destroy the U.S. economy through a national debt over 17.6 trillion dollars. What does 17.6 trillion dollars look like? We’ll answer that question with another question; what does one trillion dollars look like? These are all pallets of stacked $100 bills and the pallets are stacked two high. See the little man in the lower left corner. 
Let’s make it easier to understand. In this slide we see in the upper left corner a stack of 100 - $100 bills. To the right of it we see the man standing next to $1,000,000, one million dollars which is 100 stacks of $10,000. Dropping down to the center left we see the man standing next to a pallet of $100 million which would equal 10,000 stacks of $10,000. Then we go to the center right and we see $1 Billion dollars, which is equal to $1,000 million or ten of those pallets in the previous picture. Now drop down to the bottom picture and you see that $1 Trillion dollars is equivalent to $1,000 billion, or 10,000 pallets.
According to a Fox News report, this is what 17 Trillion dollars would look like.

There has been an ongoing effort to dismantle and shred the U.S. constitution. It’s only a matter of time before the United States will be brought to its knees.  

Because of the rise of immorality, crime, religious and political unrest, wars, distress of nations and atheism, coupled with the frequency of natural disasters, there will be a push started soon to get this nation back to God, by getting this nation back to Sunday through legislation.
Too many are not ready for the trials coming in the time of trouble that will immediately follow the National Sunday Law. 

Remember That the Pope recently said, “Maybe it's time to ask ourselves if working on Sundays is true freedom?”

Daniel has exposed the man of sin as a treacherous, fraudulent deceiver. Let us not sleep as things are moving quickly behind the scenes as the beast is flexing his muscles.

Now more than ever we need not just prayer, but much prayer, we need to wrestle with God,

And now more than ever we need to study our Bibles and the Spirit of Prophecy as we contend for our faith,

   Let us pray …
